
Nils Dahlstrand passed away last month, and the District

has lost one of its great pro-active thinkers, lake stewards, and

lake quality knowledge resources. Nils was a soil and water

scientist by profession, and was one of the leaders who

converted Mt. Morris Lakes from a Lake Association to Lake

Management District in 1976. This was a significant move

that made the District financially secure, and enhanced its

ability to partner with state agencies to secure resources and

grants for lake improvement projects that have made the Mt.

Morris Lakes Management District a premier lake system.

Nils was a true steward of Mt. Morris Lakes. Together

with his wife Lois, who passed away a few years ago, they

were a team who took on many projects for monitoring lake

water quality and promoted soil and water conservation.. In

1999, Nils and Lois were featured in a Wisconsin Natural

Resources magazine Article about the work they did as

volunteer in the lake self-help lake monitoring program. In

April of 2001, Nils and Lois received the “Award of Volunteer

Excellence” from the Wisconsin DNR for making more than

500 Secchi Disk readings for the Mt. Morris lakes system

Nils began the move towards a more formalized lake

management plan when he successfully secured the State grant

cost-sharing partnership to rebuild our aging dam flume in

1995. Because of his proactive thinking, the District now has

one of the strongest, finest and safest dam control facilities in

the State. During the unfortunate breach of the temporary dam

erected by the State during the project, which led to a drain out

of all five lakes, Nils was a patient leader who helped people
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For more detailed District information, or to contact a commissioner directly about an issue, go to our district website at:  www.mmlmd.org

to understand the situation and calmly wait for the entire dam

and flume reconstruction to be completed in November.

In April of 2001, Nils was nominated for the prestigious

Wisconsin Association of Lakes Stewardship Award at its

State convention. Through the nomination process, the WAL

became aware of Nils vision of progressive development for

Mt. Morris Lakes. Setting the example as both volunteers and

a lake leaders, the work and passion of Nils and Lois had

showed us the value of preserving the quality and beauty of the

natural lake environment.

Nils wrote and published a book about the “History of Mt.

Morris Lakes” as one of his last projects. He led the Waushara

County Land Use Committee and was involved in so many

community activities. Just “Google” his name on the internet,

and you will see. Nils made us all aware of what we had to do

to continue to secure the future of Mt. Morris Lakes, and for

that we are forever thankful for his guiding efforts.
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Summer is coming, and we have a dedicated group of

commissioners who continue the work to maintain the lakes and

the environment. Read about it at our website listed above.

In early spring we will again be doing chemical treatment of

curly leaf pondweed (CLP) and Eurasian water milfoil (EWM).

Notices will be posted on the schedule for treatment. Our most

recent aquatic plant survey shows an increase in the occurrence

of EWM. This is a concern and requires our attention. Because

EWM propagates by fragmentation (that is, cutting), we plan to

mark EWM locations in the lakes and consider them to be “no

cut” areas. When you see the buoys, take some time when

you’re on the lake to learn to identify EWM and let us know if

you find any new colonies.

We have begun a small shoreline protection demonstration

project on District owned property at the dam last fall. Coir

logs were installed as was a split rail fence and native plants.

Maybe this project will give you some ideas.

Our 33rd Annual Meeting will be held on July 18, 2009. We

have invited Peter Studley, an expert in septic system evaluation

and design, to speak. The State of Wisconsin now requires all

counties to identify all septic systems in the county and have

them inspected. This must be done by October 2011. We

encourage everyone to attend the annual meeting and learn how

the new state law will affect us.

Notes From the Chairman:  Tim Dahlstrand

http://www.free-graphics.com/clipart/Transportation/Water_Vehicles/Speed_Boat_2.shtml
http://www.barrysclipart.com/barrysclipart.com/showphoto.php?photo=18228&papass=&sort=1&thecat=183
http://www.barrysclipart.com/barrysclipart.com/showphoto.php?photo=26154&papass=&sort=1&thecat=183


Mowing your lawn right down to the shoreline is not cool

anymore! The first 35 feet of your shoreline should be a

natural vegetation filter bed. You can get consultation as to

what you can plant and how to do it. The county will pick up

70% of the costs while the owner needs to pick up 30%. This is

the last year for this cost sharing grant, so act quickly! Such

improvements have been shown to increase shoreline value.

Contact Tom Littwin from the County at 920-787-0443. He

can look your shoreline to develop a plan to proceed. There are

2 systems, one similar to our Dam site portage coir logs, and a

stackable bag type for steep slopes with native plantings.
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FIRST CLASS MAIL

JULY 18, 2008:  Annual District Meeting:
8:00am-9:00 Breakfast;  9:00 am-11:30 am Meeting & Program

• New septic rules & shoreline protection grants to be presented 

• Final chemical treatment for CLW start first week of May 2009        

• One Commissioner position on the Board is up for open re-
election at Annual Meeting.  Contact a Board member if you want 
to run for a position or get nominated at the annual meeting.

• District website, www.mmlmd.org is maintained by Geoff Farrell

• The Town of Mt. Morris has hired a lake property assessment 
service that has more experience with lake property values.   Re-
assessment of lake property is not planned at this time.

Boat  Tech vs. Boating Behavior vs. The Lake

If you are buying a new boat or marine device for aquatic

recreation, consider this guideline. Each season, new engine

powered options for aquatic recreation become available.

Some of these boats designed for wake boarding, higher

speeds, or specialized uses. Some of these “personal

watercraft” carry an associated aggressive behavior activity.

While a lake might accommodate the boat’s technology, it may

not be able to accommodate the associated behavior. Ask, “Is

the boat or device I am buying the right thing to use on a

particular lake in the manner in which it is normally used?”

On the small lakes of Mt. Morris, aggressive use of large

boats can produce large wakes can increase the wearing down

of our shorelines. While a small number of boats may be on

the big lake, newer wake board hulls can cause larger wave

turbulence. Jet skis and personal watercraft tend to be operated

in a confusing pattern with aggressive twists and rapidly

changing turns that confuse other boaters. This presents a

safety issue. On Mt. Morris Lake, personal watercraft have a

very limited pattern of use when other boats are present. So,

when you buy a boat, keep in mind how you intend to use it.

Use it appropriately for the type of lake your in. It’s not about

size or type of boat, but how you use it to respect the limited

safety and environmental parameters of Mt. Morris Lakes.

Purple Loosestrife may be a colorful

flower but it is no friend of a lake

shoreline. It is an invasive species

whose colors deceive your eyes! We

have some in Alfson Lake in the bull

rushes on the south shore. It can

take over lake shorelines rapidly,

crowding out beneficial vegetation.

that should be growing to act as a

filter. For information about impact

on lakes and its removal, go to:

Pretty Flowers, But Highly Invasive & Unwelcome!

Wisconsin Enacts New Septic System Inspection 

Codes for Homeowners

New changes in laws regarding home septic systems have

been enacted by the state. As of last October 2008, home

owners have three years to get their septic system inspected by a

certified plumber or a septic installer. The inspection has to

verify that the septic system is in good working order. Once

certified, the system has to be pumped out every three years.

Within 5 years, the County will have all septic systems on

record as being certified, pumped out, and on a regular cycle for

inspection and cleaning.

This will impact all Mt. Morris property owners. While some

systems will pass inspection, most systems using old metal tanks

may not pass. What is best to do is to contact a certified septic

professional who can do the inspection and advise you of your

options should your system fail the inspection. Most new

construction already complies. All work to be done on a septic

system, as well as installers and plumbers who do it, will need a

permit for that work from the State.

While this might be a costly situation should your system fail

the inspection, in the long run, installing an updated septic

systems will definitely benefit the water quality of Mt. Morris

Lakes. For more information regarding this code, visit

http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/invasiveS/fact/loosestrife.htm

Last Chance for Shoreline Restoration Cost Sharing


